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Tue “Nationa” Meetine at Bricuron. 


The annual general meeting of the National 
Veterinary Association is fixed for August 11th and 
12th, rather later than usual. The date, however, 
was chosen because any earlier time conflicted with 
the necessities of the case, and it was thought that 
a later date would be even more inconvenient. 

Brighton is famous for its sunshine, and at any 
time of the year affords a choice of conditions for 
enjoyment to visitors, whether hent on pleasure or 
work. Those who have not yet chosen the place 
for their annual holiday may select Brighton with 
every hope of satisfaction, and those to whom the 
work of the “ National” meeting is itself a supreme 
pleasure may combine two objects in attending this 
year at Brighton. 

The subjects selected for discussion are all 
attractive and important. Dr. Bashford will intro- 
duce the subject of “Cancer in the Domestic 
Animals;” Mr. Stockman “ Redwater;” whilst 
Mr. Lloyd will contribute a paper “ On Tuberculosis 
in its Relation to Meat and Milk;” and Mr. Live- 
sey brings forward “ Skin Diseases in Dogs” for 
discussion. August 11th and 12th will be two full 
days for those who come “on business,” and the 
13th will be devoted to an excursion provided by 
the local practitioners. 

At many of our Northern meetings the sparse 
attendance of London practitioners bas been very 
noticeable. The proximity of Brighton and the 
splendid railway service ought to afford an oppor- 
tunity for London men to attend in force, and we 
sincerely hope that the metropolis will be wel! 
represented. 

Mr. Roberts, the President of the Association, 
and Mr. Burt, the local secretary, are leaving no 
stone unturned to ensure success, and the best 
recognition of their labours will be a large attend- 
ance in August. Gentlemen who have not yet 
joined the N.V.A. should do so at once, and may 
send their names on to the General Secretary. The 
subscription is only half-a-guinea. 

PROFESSIONAL ‘“ NEGLIGENCE.” 


The report of the case we published last week, in 
which Mr. Joseph Sheffield was mulcted in £50 
damages because as the Judge said ‘“ he wrongl 
diagnosed ” a case is of supreme importance to all 
practitioners. No man is safe if the law considers 
a “ wrong diagnosis” as negligence. The decision 
seems so erroneous that we hope some further 
action may be taken, although the report of the 
case ends with the remark that “no appeal is 
possible.” Should it be found that an appeal is 

ssible we believe that Mr. Sheffield’s costs would 

willingly paid by subscribers, and we trust that 
should a call be made a full response will result. 


BIER’S HYPEREMIC TREATMENT. 


The system of treatment known as “The method 
of Bier” has for some years received great attention 
on the Continent. Like all innovations, it has 
encountered strong opposition, but is nevertheless 
rapidly increasing the number of its adherents. 
Amongst medical men in Germany, where it origina- 
ted, it now enjoys warm favour—one of its support- 
ers, Prof. Kuster, of Marbourg, having gone so far 
as to describe it as “the greatest advance made in 
surgical therapeutics since the discovery of Lister.” 
It bas spread to other countries on the Continent, 
and is now beginning to interest the medical pro- 
fession in England. Very few attempts, so far, have 
been made to apply the system to veterinary sur- 
gery, but some Continental observers have recorded 
results which certainly seem highly encouraging. 

Bier’s method is applicable to a great variety of 
conditions, and may be summarised as the artificial 
induction of either active or passive hyperemia. 
Occasionally the two conditions—viz., arterial dila- 
tation and venous stasis—are induced alternately in 
the same case. The methods of obtaining each 
may be briefly described before considering the 
indications. 

Passive hyperemia is induced in two ways— 
either by compression with elastic bandage, or by 
suction. The few records of Bier’s treatment 
applied to animals that I have seen have all been of 
the use of the elastic bandage, which is especially 
applicable to the limbs. The apparatus consists of 
a thin band of caoutchouc, which is applied bandage- 
wise with moderate pressure, not on, but well above, 
the diseased or injured part. The rolls of the ban- 
dage should be in close juxtaposition, but should 
not be super-imposed one upon another ; preferabl 
the rolling should take an oblique direction roun 
the limb, rather than encircle it horizontally, and 
the band should not be knotted. The effect upon 
the circulation should be to produce venous stasis 
only—not arterial. Various signs guide the medical 
man in estimating the pressure, but not all of them 
will be of much use to the veterinary surgeon. 

It is of the greatest importance that the bandage 
should not cause pain to the patient, On the con- 
trary, if properly applied, it should exercise an 
analgesic action. Pain, or even tingling, in the 
human subject indicate that the pressure is too 
strong, and that the bandage rust be relaxed or re- 
moved altogether. Obviously it will be very diffi- 
cult to judge this point in animals. 

One or two objective symptoms are quoted, which 
will be more useful to us. If the bandage is pro- 


perly applied the limb will remain warm, more 
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warm even than the healthy limb, and if the pulse 
is perceptible below the bandage before its applica- 
tion it should remain clearly appreciable. Some 
swelling of the limb is not dangerous. 

The duration of the compression varies with the 
case: Klapp, Bier’s assistant, supplies some data, 
which leave ample room for the exercise of the 

ractitioner’s judgment. According to him, the 
Costaes may remain in place twelve or even fifteen 
hours in acute inflammations. five to ten hours in 
subacute inflammations, and one to three hours in 
articular tuberculosis. M. Parent, a French veteri- 
nary surgeon, who has had great success with the 
treatment, leaves the bandage on for eighteen 
hours, re-applying it, if necessary, twelve hours 
after removal. He has adopted this method chiefly 
in cases of broken knees in horses, using a bandage 
about 1/8th inch thick by two yards long, with re- 
sults that he describes as “ marvellous.” 

Passive a by suction is usually obtained 
by the aid of suction glasses, the form and size of 
which vary with the region to which they are 
applied. They may be likened to cupping glasses, 
and the simplest method of obtaining suction by 
their means is by fitting them with an indiarubber 
bulb, or an exhaust pump. A suction glass may be 
extemporised from a glass funnel, the tube of which 
is fitted with some such means of aspiration. 

These suction glasses produce a strong passive 
congestion, and pus, blood, or other liquids con- 
tained in wounds to which they are applied, may be 
aspirated by their means. They can also be used 
to evacuate large abscesses through a small incision 
—a great advantage in certain regions. They are 
applicable to the most diverse regions of the body, 
but parts covered with hair in animals should be 
shaved before they are applied. 

According to Klapp, the suction glass should not 
be applied in the same place for more than five 
minutes. He then allows an interval of three 
minutes, continuing this treatment—five-minute 
applications and three-minute rests —for three-quar- 
ters of an hour. The aspiration should not be too 
energetic, and should not cause pain. 

Other larger aspiratory appliances are made 
which hermetically enclose the extremity of a limb, 
to which suction is then applied. These seem less 
applicable to veterinary practice than the smaller 
“ cupping-glasses.” 

Actwe hyperemia is induced by the application of 
heat in the _ of dru hot air. 

This is preferred to the moist heat of fomentations, 
rece etc., as the congestion produced by dry 

eat is more arterial than that imparted by moist 
heat, and the course of the blood through the part 
treated is therefore more rapid. Bier uses baths 
and douches of dry hot air. For the hot air bath, 
chambers of different models are employed. The 
limb to be treated is placed in the chamber, hot air 
introduced, and the temperature regulated by means 
of a thermometer. Active hyperemia supervenes at 
from 176° to 248° F., according to the individual 
susceptibility. 

The douche of hot air is administered by means 
of a bellows-like arrangement projecting the air 


upon the injured or diseased parts. Cold air may 
be applied the same way, or douches of hot and 
cold air may be alternated. For bathing or douc h- 
ing a part, the air is heated in metal funnels by a 
gas or spirit lamp. At first sight, at least, the 
methods of obtaining active hyperemia appear by 
no means so adaptable to every-day veterinary 
practice as those for inducing passive hyperemia. 

The indications for Bier’s treatment suggest 
themselves from a consideration of the effects of 
the two forms of hyperemia Experiment and 
clinical observation have demonstrated that passive 
hyperemia has a marked action in attenuating and 
destroying bacteria, and in retarding or preventing 
the absorption of soluble poisons. It has also a 
beneficial influence upon the nutrition and regener- 
ation of tissues. Active hyperemia, on the other 
hand, has essentially a resolutive and resorbent 
action ; the inane intensity and rapidity of the 
sanguineous irrigation of the tissues which it in- 
volves, causes the dissolution and resorption of 
soluble substances. 

Passive hyperemia by the elastic bandage is 
recommended against infectious inflammations in 
which the absorption of soluble pathological products 
is to be apprehended. Tendinous and articular 
synovitis, suppurative, or otherwise, chronic rheu- 
matism, lymphangitis, and phlegmons, are specially 
suitable for this treatment. 

The suction glasses are used to bring about a 
local venous stasis, to empty abscesses and fistule, 
and to apply to ulcers and infected wounds. Their 
action may be regarded as cleansing, disinfecting, 
and stimulating. 

In cases of suppuration of tendinous sheaths, the 
elastic band and the suction glasses may advan- 
tageously be employed together, after small in- 
cisions—except in grave cases, in which large 
incisions are necessary. 

Active hyperemia is especially employed to com- 
bat pain, as in neuralgias, to re absorb exudates 
and coagula, and to mobilise stiff and adherent 
tissues. (demas, hydarthoses, chronic painful 
forms of urthritis, and stiff joints, are suitable cases 
for active hyperemia. 

Phlebitis, and venous thrombus, are both cited 
as contra-indicating Bier’s treatment. It is curious 
that one of the few recorded veterinary cases was 
one of phlebitis of a hind limb, “ due probably to a 
thrombus,” which was treated by compression with 
excellent results. 

Some Continental veterinary surgeons who have 
tried the compression method commend it as being 
extremely simple. Ido not think, however, that 
this, or any of the methods applied by Bier, are as 
simple as would appear at first sight. Bier himself 
insists upon a careful attention to technical detail ; 
and it is obvious upon reflection, not only that none 
of his methods are safe if applied carelessly, but 
that the apparatus and procedure which he success- 
fully employs in human practice may require some 
modification for veterinary work. So little applica- 
tion of this treatment to animals seems to have 
been made, that a veterinary surgeon wishing to 
try it would do well to make himself familiar with 
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its details as applied to human beings, and then 
adopt or modify these according to his own judg- 
ment. Two books, one of them in this language, 
may be consulted for this purpose. Bier’s own 
work, “ Hyperaimie als Heilmittel,” which was first 
published in 1903, and has now reached its fourth 
edition, may be had in either French or German. I 
do not know the publishers in either country. 
“ Bier’s Hyperemic Treatment,” by Meyer and 
Schmieden, is an English work just published by 
the W. B. Saunders Company, 9 Henrietta Street, 
Strand, London, at 13/- net. This work is written 
by two well-known exponents of Bier’s method, and 
is said to contain a full account of all the details of 
its practical application. Its publication will prob- 
ably lead to some trials of the system by English 
medical men, and it is to be — that veterinary 
surgeons will not be behindhand. 
W. Roger 


DEALING WITH TUBERCULOSIS. 


When progress is contemplated in matters of 
science in this country the chief hindrance that 
arises is a financial one. In order that politics may 
back science up in progressing there must be organi- 
sation, funds, education, and not too drastic legisla- 
tion. Any legislation in the matter of animals can- 
not be looked at or accomplished from the same 
standpoint as that connected with the human being, 
nor can all legislation in connection with tubercu- 
losis be approached from the big city point of view. 

Primarily efficient organisation and adequate 
funds (taken together) are wanting as regards ani- 
mals in this country. They have no firmly estab- 
lished and well-equipped system of hospital manage- 
ment. Apparently it is not evident yet as to what 
department of the State is the one entitled to deal 
with animal problems. Comparisons with the way 
other countries deal with animal diseases appear 
to be beside the mark and somewhat futile from a 
practical point of view, because the essential differ- 
ence between this country and others in most cases 
is that other lands have highly organised and well 
financed State departments and we have not. What 
have we heard of recently? The Board of Trade 
and the Local Government Board to be raised to 
Jirst class State departments, and the Board of 
Agriculture left out in the cold as a second class 
one. Agriculture, the backbone of England, and 
-” only deemed worthy of being in the second 
class. 

To deal with tuberculosis it is proposed to divide 
the whole country into a number of well defined 
administrative areas. This is good, but what de- 
partment of the State is going to establish these 
and administrate in them ? 

To the man who goes in and out among cattle 
daily it would seem to be a fact beyond argument 
that the cow with the open lesions of tuberculosis 
is the great disseminator of the disease. She coughs 
on her companions and often directly into their 
faces. She discharges bacilli from all her orifices 
and she is palpably a great sinner. Any gradual 


diminution of the disease must necessitate dealin 
with her first and foremost, and it is only a gradual 
tackling of the disease that we can consider and 
hope for in this country. 

With regard to the cow houses and structural 
alterations therein. Under present electoral 
methods improvement in these also will be a 
gradual matter. It is all very well to say that 
the expense of structural alterations would in the 
first instance fall on the landlords, but perchance 
the landlords might have something to say to this. 
There are a aa many landlords on the County 
Councils, and even landlords are not fond of 
saddling themselves with new financial burdens 
nowadays. Some of them are poor enough already, 
especially in purely rural districts. he tenant 
farmer, too, is poor. To effect improvement in 
existing cowhouses, and to spread the light is the 
thing. To show how good hygiene can be obtained 
at small cost. To demonstrate how cleansable 
things can be introduced in place of defective and 
insanitary things. To take into consideration the 
situation of individual places and their surroundings 
with a view to making the best of circumstances 
would seem to be desirable. 

I have not touched on the employment of tuber- 
culin in the eradication of tuberculosis. I look on 
its universal employment, except perchance as a 
means of separating cattle, as quite out of the 
region of practical politics yet. 

If scheduling open tuberculosis will produce “a 
milk famine,”’ what can be written as regards deal- 
ing with all cows that react to tuberculin. 

G. Maya, M.R.C.V.S. 


DRUG ADULTERATION—A SUGGESTION. 


Notwithstanding legislation, drug adulteration at 
the present time is very prevalent. Powdered 
drugs seem to be favourites. Veterinarians do not 
pay sufficient attention to the quality of the drugs 
supplied to them, and this may either be due to 
pressure of other work or to their inability to detect 
impurities. 

Students should be well drilled in the i- 
tion of drugs, their commercial varieties, and their 
common adulterants. Veterinary text-books do not 
pay attention to this most important subject, and 
we are not behind the medical profession in this 
respect, as the British Pharmacopoeia gives no 
description of the diagnostic characters of powdered 
drugs. 

Tn a recent number of The Pharmaceutical 
Journal there are two cases which pertain to the 
veterinarian :— 

1. “Powdered Gentian. This was sold for 
veterinary purposes and was found to contain about 
50 per cent. of stone cells.” It has hardly any 
taste and is devoid of medicinal value. 

2. “ Powdered ‘African’ ginger. This also was 
sold for veterinary pusposes, but caused such severe 
irritation to cattle that its use had to be abandoned. 


On examination it was found to consist of spent 
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ginger mare treated with capsicum essence, and 
mixed with genuine African ginger.” 

We use much powdered gentian, and it behoves 
us to carefully watch our supplies of this drug It 
is usually powdered or ground abroad, and in some 
recent cases it has been shown to contain a large 
proportion of ground olive stones. These stones 
are a waste product in the olive oil industry, and 
when parent somewhat resemble gentian. A recent 
supply of gentian reached me with a label “ This 
gentian is veterinary and foreign ground: We do 
not guarantee it pure gentian.” 

Opium is a drug we should not buy in powdered 
form as it is very liable to be adulterated with the 
residue left after expressing the tincture. It is pre- 
ferable to buy it in “ cannon ball” form, and even 
then it is sometimes “ weighted” with foreign 
materials. 

The subject of drug adulteration is worthy the 
attention of the R.C.V.S., and I would here suggest 
as one remedy for this evil that the profession be 
equipped with a veterinary pharmacopeia published 
by authority. 

There are many pharmacists in our ranks who 
Iam sure would be only too pleased to aid the publi- 
cation of such a work. We have such books it is 
true, but they fall far short of what a real pharma- 
copesia should be. This would be one practical way 
of spending the increased income of the R.C.V.S. 
which in the future is expected. 

A committee should be appointed from the ranks 
of the profession, and set to work without procrasti- 
nation. Uniformity is required in the strengths of 
our tinctures, ointments, liquors, infusions, chloro- 
dynes, oils, etc. Such a publication would act asa 
standard, and, fo my mind, would fill a required 
want and aid in diminishing adulteration. 

“ Caveat emptor” is very sound advice wher buy- 


ing drugs or other .. 
. J. Youna, M.R.C.V.S. 
Edinburgh. 


ROYAL COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


An ordinary general meeting as held on the .after- 
noon of Friday, May 1, at the White Hart Hotel, High 
Wycombe, a town w ich had not previously been visited 
by the Association since its formation in 1884. There 
were present: Messrs. R. C. Tennant, Windsor (Presi- 
dent) ; Percy J. Simpson, Maidenhead, Hon. Sec. and 
Treasurer ; Prof. Dr. Jas McI.McCall, H. G. Simpson 
(late of Nairobi, East Africa, and formerly of Windsor); 
Jas. F. Simpson, R. Page Bull, John Varney, A. L. 

tters, J. Hurndall, Sidney Villar, Phos. Ww. 
per, E. Percival Owen, R. Porch (Ex-President) 
and John Hatch. Visitors: Messrs. E. Shackle, Letcb- 
mere Heath, Herts, and B. E. Wooster, High Wycombe. 

The Hon. Sec. announced letters and telegrams of 

1 for inability to attend from Major Meredith, 

t Wright (who is leaving England for South Africa), 

¢ essrs. E. Lionel Strand, D. Wyllie, F. W. Wragg, 
W. unting, J. C. Coleman, F. W. Hanks, E. J., 
ellett, J. A. Todd, W. H. Anderson, G. E. King, 

amies ‘East, R.J. Verney, J. McKerlie, and Prof. S. 
Stockman. 


The minutes of the last meeting having been taken as 
read, on the motion of Mr. Butters, seconded by Mr. 
Lepper, they were signed by the President on behalf of 
the meeting. 

Tue Late Mr. W. G. FLaNacan. 


The PrestpENT said that before they entered on the 
afternoon’s business he was sure all present would agree 
with him that the Association shoyld pass a vote of 
sincere condolence with Mrs. Flanagan, of Reading, and 
the members of her family. As they were perhaps all 
aware, Mr. W. G. Flanagan died, almost suddenly, on 
the previons Monday night, from cerebral haemorrhage. 
He was about the oldest member of that Association, 
and succeeded the late Mr. George Lepper, of Aylesbury, 
in the Presidency in 1885. The deceased gentleman 
was known to everyone of them, and he bad many 
times entertained them in Reading, as well as being a 
very regular attendant at meetings. In proposing a 
vote of sincere and deep sympathy and condolence with 
the widow and family of Mr. Flanagan he was, he was 
sure, expressing not only his own feeling, but also the 
feeling of every member of that Association. 

Mr. James Simpson. As one of the oldest friends 
of the late Mr. Flanagan he would like to have the 
melancholy privilege of seconding the proposition of 
their President. The late Mr. Flanagan was not only a 
fellow student of his (the speaker’s) but they lived 
together in thesame house during their pupilage He 
entertained for their deceased friend then the highest 
respect, and that respect had continued to the present 
day. His memory would always be cherished. Seeing 
that there was so little time tu make arrangements he 
(Mr. James Simpson) felt it would be their wish that 
the Association should be represented at the funeral 
that day, and so he attended it. In Mr. Flanagar the 
Association had lost what he might term a “land- 
mark.” He had always arranged the annual meeting at 
Reading for them, and at all times had been there to 
welcome aud to hospitably entertain them before they 
settled down to their serious business. The Secretary 
asked him to report that in the name of the Association 
he had, after consulting with the President, sent a 
wreath with a suitable inscription. 

The resolution was passed sub silentio, all standing. 

Some discussion then took place as to Capt. Wright’s 
resignation of membership on his transfer to South 
Africa, and eventually Mr. Butters gave notice of a 
resolution to reinstate members returning from abroad 
without the payment of the entrance fee, this course 
having been suggested by Mr. H. G. Simpson. 


DELEGATES TO CONGRESSES. 


Several gentlemen were named, but found it impossi- 
ble toattend. Ultimately Mr. H. G. Simpson said he 
would be very pleased, if still in England, to represent 
the Association at the Royal Sanitary Institute Congress 
in Cardiff, failing another member being found tu pa 80, 
and the matter was left open on that understanding. A 
sum of £4 4s. was voted towards the expenses of the 
Society’s representative at Cardiff. 

Mr. Vituar kindly undertook to represent this, as 
well as the Central Society, at the Royal Institute of 
Public Health Congress, at Buxton. 


Puace or NExtT MEETING. 


The Hon. Sec. read a letter from Prof. Stewart 
Stockman, Chief Veterinary Officer of the Board of 
tees in which that gentlemen said he would be 
delighted if the Royal Counties Association would 
meet in the summer at the new Laboratory, near 
Wembley, if it were ready. Mr. Simpson called atten- 
tion to the rule which fixes the summer meeting for the 
last Friday in July, but gives the President power to 
vary the date either a week before or a week after that 
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date ; and said that Mr. Stockman’s kind invitation 
would enable the members not only to spend a most 
enjoyable afternoon, but also to see the latest improve- 
ments, in the way of instruments, etc., known to 
veterinary science. 

Mr. James Simpson observed that the members 
would “lose the chance of a lifetime” if they did not 
embrace the suggestion of Prof. Stockman to meet at 
the new Laboratory. Veterinarians in every-day prac- 
tice did not often have the opportunity of watching 
what the specialists were doing. When they had men 
like Mr. Stockman and Dr. McCall, who opened their 
hearts and tried to let the ordinary practitioner see all 
they knew, th-y should gratefully accept such a propo- 
sition as that before them. He moved that the invita- 
tion be accepted. 

Mr. Butters had very great pleasure in seconding 
the proposition, heartily echoing Mr. Simpson’s remarks. 
They knew, he said, the results of laboratory work, but 
as ordinary practitioners they rarely had the opportunity 
of seeing how they were arrived at. . 

The PRESIDENT, in putting the resolution, which was 
carried unanimously, agreed that Prof. Stockman’s kind 
invitation was an opportunity not to be lost ; and as, 
owing to railway facilities, there would be no difficulty 
as to members attending, there ought to be a “ bumper” 
meeting. 

The Hon. Sc. pointed out that the National Associa- 
tion would be holding their meeting at Brighton about 
the same time, and it was unanimonsly resolved, on the 
motion of Mr. Hatch, seconded by Mr. Butters, that it 
be left to the President to fix the date. 


ANTHRAX AMONG SWINE. 


Mr. Wooster gave particulars of an outbreak of anth- 
rax among pigs, the source of which he could not 
fathom. The owner, a publican near Wycombe, had four 
sows, two young, that had not been to the hog, and the 
others with 11 and 7 pigs respectively. On the Thurs- 
day the first breeding sow was taken ill and died on the 
Friday, when some of the little ones also died. Some 
were dressed for sale by the local butcher, who said 
death was due to a chill. On the Saturday the other 
sow with pigs was taken ill, and on the Sunday morning 
her little ones died. The owner, becoming alarmed, re- 

rted the matter to the police, who sent for him (Mr. 

ooster). On the Sunday evening he found one sow 
dead and three of her 11 pigs living, and the other sow 


and some of her pigs ill. The same evening he post-|h 


mortemed four of the pigs and found tremendous gela- 
tinous swelling of the throat, but nothing else abnormal 
except that the livers were enlarged, dark, and soft, and 
slight discolouration of spleens (not enlarged) and a 
small hemorrhage from the kidneys. Although he 
microscopically examined the blood he could not dis- 
cover to his own satisfaction the anthrax bacilli. There 
was not a beast or sheep on the place, and the owner 
assured him that he had never given them other food 
than bran and toppings, mixed ina tub with rain water 
—no butchers’ offal, blood, or anything of the sort. The 
pigs had not been off the premises, no fresh ones had 
been imported, and the styes were good. On the Mon- 
day morning he sent one of the young pigs to Professor 
Sir J. M'Fadyean, who kindly and promptly wired back 
that the case was one of undoubted anthrax. On the 
following morning they were all dead with the exception 
of one little pig, which was promptly knocked on the 
head. He made careful investigation in the village, but 
no other animal had been affected. The two young 
sows, which were in a stye by themselves not two yards 
away, remained healthy. one had been out of the 
styes, and all had had the same food. There kad never 
been an outbreak on the premises. The hands of the 
butcher who dressed them were covered with sores, as 
were the hands of the woman who had prepared and 


partly cooked one of the pigs. The man would not go 
to a doctor, but the woman did, and luckily both were 
ive. 

_ The PrestpeNnt thanked Mr. Wooster for his interest- 
ing report. Personally, he had had no experience of 
anthrax in swine, although they heard a good deal of it 
in Ireland. Those outbreaks were very puzzling 
amongst cattle, sometimes breaking out without the 
history of any previous case. 

Mr. Wooster, replying to Mr. J. F. Sim , said the 
meal had been pure from a local miller, who had 
_ a for other swine where there had been no out- 

reak, 

Mr. J. F. Stmpson asked if they learned any lesson for 
their own guidance from this remarkable case? Prof. 
M‘Fadyean, in making his examination, no doubt bore 
in mind what he taught—that it did not do to rely on 
blood from the spleen and the ear in every case of affec- 
ted swine, any more than it did with horses, but that the 
gelatinous matter which accumulated around the throat 
was the thing to investigate, especially in the case of 
pigs. In his (the speaker’s) opinion, and from his small 
experience they should not, in the case of swine, come 
to the conclusion that a case was not one of anthrax until 
they had microscopically examined that gelatinous 
material. The same might be said with regard to the 
horse, where they had gelatinous matter in connection 
— bowels in which the anthrax bacilli might be 
ound, 

Dr. McCatt said that he had had considerable exper- 
ience in examining pigs affected with anthrax. 
swelling of the throat was of very great importance, as on 
examining the oe psn gland from that part they 
found the bacilli well marked, and in some cases where 
they got nothing from the blood they might get it easily 
from the other. It was very difficult to arrive at a con- 
clusion from clinical examination. The same held good, 
although to a lesser extent, in the horse. It was onl 
by inoculating the guinea-pig that they could get posi- 
tive proof. He agreed that in the great majority of 
cases of anthrax in pigs they got histories. 

Mr. H. G. Stmpson said the case reported by Mr. 
Wooster showed the necessity of not giving an answer at 
once. If they could not find the organism at once—and 
very probabl they would not—by all means let them 
act on Dr. McCall’s advice and send the case up. By 
doing so they relieved themselves from the risk of mis- 
take, and at the same time learned something. (Hear, 


ear. 
Mr. Lepper had never known anthrax break out 

among pigs in the way reported by Mr. Wooster. He 

thought there were cases of true diphtheria in swine, and 

would have suspected that but for the report o ; 

— which, of course, placed the matter beyond 
oubt. 

Mr. Vitiar: In all cases he had seen of anthrax in 
igs the extent and the rapidity with which the carcases 
ad been blown out had n noticeable, coupled with 

inflamed throats. In the diphtheric cases of the throat 
which he had seen there had been no blowing out, but 
on the contrary the animal was always emaciated. 

Mr. Wooster: In these cases there was no time, for 
the butcher was “on to them” before they were dead, 
and opened and scalded them at once. ere was no 
discolouration of the skin. 

Dr. McCa.u said it was a poveiee opinion that the 
throat condition mentioned by Mr. Villar was conn 
with anthrax, and he would not besure that it might not 
be so; but he only knew of one case, in which he in 
ted a guinea-pig, and it lived for two years. ; 

Mr. OweEN said that in all cases of anthrax which he 
had seen there was discolouration, and also tremendous 
swelling of the throat, and the carcases deeomposed very 


quickly. 
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The PRESIDENT moved a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Wooster for introducing a very mocroggy | case wh'ch 
had to an instructive discussion. The ordinar 
practitioner could not always diagnose anthrax off-hand, 
so that the safest course was undoubtedly to send a 
specimen to a licensed bacteriological expert, inocula- 
tion being the most reliable way of proving those donbt- 
ful cases. 

Mr. Owen seconded the vote, which was heartily 


Mr. Woosrer said that after the case he had related 
one was almost inclined to believe in the spontaneous 
origin of anthrax in some instances. 


THE Proression AND “MILK” LEGISLATION. 


Mr. Vixtar called attention to a subject which at the 
ema time appealed to all members of the profession. 

e wished to ask this Association to follow the action 
of the Central V.M.S. They knew that in the present 
Session a Bill was to be brought into Parliament by 
Mr. John Burns dealing with the subjects of milk and 
of tuberculosis in cattle, and on that he would propose 
“That a small executive committee be formed to. watch 
the interests of the veterinary psofession in the forth- 
coming legislation dealing with the milk supply.” 
(Hear, hear.) The powerful deputation which waited 
npon Mr. John Burns, representing the Royal Agricul- 
tural Society, the Smithfield Club, the Highland and 
Agricultural, and numerous other stock societies in the 
kingdom, at which Prof. Penberthy was also present, 
well looked after their interests, and Mr. Burns said 
that in any legislation which he brought forward the 
veterinary profession would have an adequate position— 
and that was all he would say. As the Bill was to be 
brought in shortly they were all anxious to know what 
Mr. Burns regarded as “an adequate position” for the 
profession. He therefore proposed the appointment of 
a committee to enable them to make a protest--suppos- 
ing it was pro to put the profession in a position 
which they didn’t feel at all inclined to occupy. (Hear, 
hear.) Their Association would, no doubt, combine 
with other veterinary societies, and possibly with the 
Royal College, and by deputation, or in some other 
way, present their views to Mr. Burns. Time was the 
essence of the matter, and for that reason, and because 
the interests of the profession required more careful 
watching to-day than they had, perhaps, at any time 
during the present generation, he proposed the reso- 
lution. 

Mr. J. F. Stwpson said that as a member of the Par- 
liamentary Committee of the Loyal College he seconded 
the motion. The interests of the veterinary profession, 
as Mr. Villar had said, might be affected by those Bills, 
and its usefulness also put into the background. He 
imagined that the proposed executive committee and 
others appointed by other Societies, would be able to 
act in conjunction with the Parliamentary Committee of 
the Royal College, and he felt sure that the informa- 
tion would greatly help that body. At their last meet- 
ing no less than four Bills were brought forward for their 
consideration under which the position of the veterinary 
surgeon might be very materially improved by their 
action, or under which they might be put into the back- 
ground by their inaction. There was first the Dairies 
(Scotland) Bill, to regulate dairies with a view to ensur- 
ing the purity of milk. There was a Bill to amend the 
Cruelty to Animals Act ; and it should appeal to them 
when he said that the veterinary surgeon was very con- 
siderably interested in that. Then they had the Dogs 
Protection Bill, which was to prevent all kinds of things 
being done in the interests of dogs, of the profession, 
and of mankind. (Laughter.) Any number of measures 
were ue 4 introduced privately—-he did not say secretly 
—of which they saw nothing in the papers until they 
were actually before Parliament It was to watch those 


Bills narrowly and before they come before the House 
that they were asking for contributions from the pro- 
fession. It was impossible for them to employ experts 
and Parliamentary agents to watch the introduction and 
progress of those Bills without a lot of money ; and he 
felt everybody would agree that the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee of the Royal College would not be doing their 
best in the interests of the profession unless they watch- 
ed those measures. (Hear, hear.) Many Bills had slip- 

through Parliament to the prejudice of the profess- 
-_ of which they had known nothing until it was too 
ate. 

The PRESIDENT said no words were needed to point 
out the necessity of passing the resolution in the inter- 
ests of the profession and also of the public. No one 
was better qualified to inspect cattle and milk than the 
veterinary surgeon, and they did not want medical 
ofticers of health, retired police officers, or anyone else in 
those positions. Unless they represented themselves 
before Parliament, they would probably again be pushed 
into the background. (Hear, hear.) 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

Mr. VILLAR moved, and Mr. H. G. Smmpson seconded, 
that the Executive Committee consist of the President, 
the Hon. Secretary, and Mr. T. W. Lepper with power to 
add to their number, which was agreed to. 


SOME OF THE NEURECTOMIES OF THE 
HORSE. 


By R. Porcn, F.R.C.V.S. 


I venture to offer for discussion a few remarks on the 
neurectomies which are performed in every-day practice. 
I do not in any way claim this to be a complete account 
of the various operations performed in dividing the dif- 
ferent nerves, nor that [am bringing to your notice any- 
thing new. 

I wish it to be understood that I am not an advocate 
of the operation, unless it be a last resouree—when 
other means have been adopted and failed to restore the 
animal to usefulness, neither do I say that every horse 
is a fit subject for the operation. It must be left to the 
discretion of the practitioner when this or that animal 
should be operated on. If we are able to make a fair 
percentage of such animals serviceable, some for a shorter 
and some for a longer period, we are justified in the 
interest of our clients, in advising that the operation be 
performed, 

. “n ill first take the common neurectomies of the fore 
imbdDs, 

Median.— The median nerve is given off by the brachial 
plexus, and leaves the plexus by two roots, which unite 
below the axillary artery, the nerve then follows the 
course of the artery, which it crosses, and then follows 
the course of the continuation of the axillary artery, viz. 
the brachial, being in front of it. The operation is per- 
formed high up on the inside of the limb, taking the 
the infericr edge of the pectoral muscles as the guide 
above. If performed higher up there is a considerable 
thickness of muscular tissne to cut through, consequently 
more hemorrhage ; if lower, the nerve is much deeper 
seated. 

In performing the operation, I feel for the edge of the 
radius and make an incision through the skin, superficial 
fascia, and muscular tissne, on to the deep fascia. It is 
now that we have to excercise caution, as the nerve and 
blood vessels are immediately underneath. I make an 
incision with the point of the neurectomy knife, and 
then insert a director, passing the knife along it until a 
sufficiently large opening has been made. 

In many cases the nerve will be brought into view, 
but this is not so in every case, as it frequently changes 
its course and has to be carefully looked for. When 
found it should be dissected from all surrounding tissues 


Ce. 


oO = 


May 9, igo8 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 803 


and lifted with a tenaculum, a piece of string or silk 
passed round it and tied, the nerve then cut at its upper 

rt and from an inch to an inch and a half Reboot I 
then stitch the wound, after having thoroughly dressed 
it with an antiseptic. 

I do not claim that I perform this operation aseptic- 
ally, but I use every precaution to ensure cleanliness. If 
the operation be performed aseptically, it is almost an 
impossibility to maintain that condition. 

The diseases in which I have found this operation most 
successful have been carpitis with enlargement of the 
knee, splints, sprained tendons, chronic synovitis, ring- 
bones, sidebones, and sometimes in those cases of en- 
larged fetlock joints called cab-horse disease, but in this 
disease it is frequently not successful. 

I have found it to be unsuccessful in navicular disease 
unless the external plantars have been divided also. 

Ulnar, sometimes called Cubital. This nerve leaves 
the plexus, passes behind the axillary artery, crosses the 
scapular artery, follows the brachial, then takes a course 
obliquely downwards and backwards to the inner surface 
of the triceps extensor cubiti muscle and to the inner 
side of the olecranon, and under the head of the flexor 
metacarpi muscle. It is found between the tendons of 
the external and middle flexors of the metacarpus. 

The operation is performed on the posterior external 
aspect of the limb, some inches above the knee, about 
the level of the chestnut, the guide being the depression 
between the flexor metacarpi medius and flexor meta- 
carpi externus. 

he division of this nerve is found useful in lameness 
caused by outside splints, enlargements of the knee on 
the outside, and onttside enlargements of the fetlock 
joint, although it is frequently necessary to also divide 
the median nerve. 

Some practitioners advise the operation on both these 
nerves for navicular diseases, but personally [ prefer 
the median and outside plantar. 

The ulnar operation is performed in the same manner 
as the median. 

Plantar.—The plantar or metacarpal nerves. The ex- 
ternal is formed by a union of a branch of the median 
and cubital, the internal being a continuation of the 
median, both passing down from the knee to the fetlock 
immediately in front of the the perforans tendon and 
behind the blood vessels, there being an anastomosis by 
an oblique branch about midway between the two joints. 
To remember this branch is of importance when per- 
forming the operation, as should the nerve be divided 
on one side below and the other above, the sensation is 
not destroyed, the communication being lower on the 
external. 

The method I adopt in performing this operation is to 

lace a tourniquet just above the coronet, then an 
march’s bandage from that to just below the knee, 
placing another tourniquet above the bandage, then 
remove the bandage, I find that by these means one has 
practically a bloodless operation. About an inch above 
the sesamoid bones, the anterior edge of the tendon 
being the guide, I cut through the skin and fascia ; the 
nerve is nearly always found directly underneath. It 
should be dissected out from surrounding tissue, the 
upper end divided, and a portion removed. i 
his operation is usually performed for navicular 
disease, ringbone, disease of the pyramidal process of the 
pedal bone, etc. I prefer median and external plantar 
in most cases. 

In treating the wounds coused by this operation I do 
not suture them, as I find the blemish less if they be 
bound up with an antiseptic on cotton wool and a 
bandage applied. 

The low operation, or division of the digital branch of 
the plantar, is usually performed just below the fetlock 
in the furrow formed by the flexor perforans tendon an 
the phalanges. If done on the prominent part of the 


fetlock the wounds do not heal so quickly, and there is 
the danger of the horse striking himself on the inside. 
_ This operation may be useful when the disease is 
situated on the front part only, but I have not been very 
successful with it. 
Tue Hinp Lip. 


The operations of neurectomy usually performed on 
— areanterior and posterior tibial, and occasionally 
plantar. 

Posterior tibial.—This nerve is a continuation of the 
great sciatic, its course being between the gastrocnemii 
muscles ; it then runs down the posterior part of the 
tibial below the gastrocnemius internus. The best seat 
for the operation I find to be about 4 inches above the 
point of the oscalcis on the inside (the horsebeing cast 
on the lame side, the inside of the leg being thus exposed 
when the sound limb is drawn forward). I make the 
incision just in front of the tendo Achilles, cut down 
through the skin and superficial fascia and then proceed 
as in the median operation. There is frequently some 
difficulty in seeing the nerve as it is often surrounded by 
fat, this must be carefully dissected away and the nerve 
separated from all adjacent tissue ; the nerve being of 
considerable size it can be distinguished from any other 
structure. It is then lifted with the tenaculum and a 
portion removed after cutting it through at the most 
superior part exposed. 

his operation I have found to be successful in enlarged 
fetlock joints, ringbones, injuries to the feet ; but I have 
rarely found it successful in spavin lameness, 

Anterwr tibial.—-This nerve is a branch of the ex- 
ternal popliteal nerve after it passes between the 
adductor magnus and the gastrocnemius externus. The 
anterior tibial nerve enters the muscles attached to the 
anterior superior part of the tibial. The operation is 
performed by casting the horse on the sound side and 
making an incision about 3 or 4 inches below the head of 
the fibula, in the depression between the extensor pedis 
and peroneus muscles. 

This operation is sometimes useful in removing the 
lameness of spavin, especially when in conjunction with 
the posterior tibial neurectomy. 

In mentioning neurectomy for the removal of spavin 
lameness, it has been mentioned by one authority that 
the operation on the posterior tibial for the removal of 
this lameness should be done higher up than is usually 
the case, owing to a branch being given off which would 
conduct sensation to the main nerve above the seat of 
the operation. I may say that my proportion of 
successes with neurectomy in the hind limb has been 
much smaller than in the fore. 

In plantar neurectomy of the hind limb it must be re- 
membered that at the superior part of the metatarsal 
bone the external is between the splint bone and the 
tendon, and the internal on the inner side of the tendon. 

In all these operation I deem it necessary to chloro- 
form the animal— unless it be in the plantar, and in this 
I have found the use of cocaine to answer very satisfac- 
torily. I inject 30 minims of a 4 per cent. solution on 
each side of the leg, if both nerves are to be divided 
about two inches above the seat of the operation, and 
some five or ten minutes before the horse is cast. This 
I find so acts that in most cases the horse evinces no sign 
of pain when the nerves are divided. , 5 

bout the second day after the operation I give the 
animal walking exercise daily, and I have had them fit 
to return to work, after median neurectomy, in ten days 
to a fortnight. 
CoMPLICATIONS. 
The complications and evil effects of neurectomy are 


often serious. 
(1). We frequently get sloughing of the foot. Wh, 


this should take place in some cases and not in others 
am unable to explain. It may occur within a very short 
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time after the operation, or it may be after months, or 


years. 
(2). We have that peculiar gelatinous degeneration of 

the tissues, the whole limb becoming swollen, and the 

animal evincing great pain and lameness. This may 


occur shortly after the operation or may be delayed for 


an indefinite period. 

(3). Fractures. These frequently occur, and I am of 
opinion that it is not due to any influence that the oper- 
ation has had on the diseased structures, but from the 
fact that the horse being relieved of pain regains his 
natural action and throws even greater strain upon these 


parts. 

(4). The risk of the horse being pricked in shoeing, or 
picking up nails, as the mischie —~ be going on for 
some time before it is discovered. This does not, in my 
experience, apply so much to the cases where only tibial 
or median neurectomy has been performed, for the horse, 
after these operations, retains sensation in the foot. 

(5). Neuroma may form on the severed end of the 
nerve. This can be overcome by removing a piece of 
the nerve above the seat of the previous operation. 

(6). Recurrence of the lameness. This might possibly 
be due to the ends of the nerve uniting, but I do not 
think this isa common na, Soe a sufficient length 
of the nerve has been removed. It is possible for the 
lameness to recur owing to some irritation of the nerve 
fibres, either from pressure or some other cause. 

(7). In some cases wounds on the limbs do heal so 

ily, but they frequently do heal almost or quite as 
well as when horse has not had neurectomy per- 
formed. 
In bringing these few and incomplete remarks before 
tbe members of the Association, I hope to evoke a dis- 
cussion, and so to have the experiences and views of 
others brought forward. 


On the proposition of the Hon. Sec., seconded by 
Mr. Owen, it was agreed that Mr. Porch’s able paper be 
printed and circulated with a view to its discussion at 
a future meeting. 

The proceedings closed with a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Porch and to the President, moved by Mr. Lepper, and 
seconded by Mr. Owen. 


WOOL BALLS IN LAMBS. 
By T. M. {neuts, M.R.C.V.S., Forfar. 


(Extract from Article in The North British 
Agriculturist). 


Some owners think lambs get the wool off the ewes, 
some that they collect it from the grourd, while others 
assert they lick it from themselves. I believe in the 
two former, but experience has taught me to almost 
entirely discard the latter, because I have always found 
wool balls contain weol much longer than that of the 
lamb. I, however, do not doubt for a moment that 
lambs could not collect wool from themselves, but think 
it uncommon. ‘ 

Every one acquainted with sheep knows that ewes at 
lambing are very susceptible to wool shedding, and that 
it can be pulled out quite easily. Lambs are often kept 
closely penned up from birth until they are old enough 
to take the run of the field. I am inclined to the belief 
that most of the wool taken by lambs is got from the 

und ; some, of course, might be plucked from near 

e udder of the ewes, It is well known that sheep are 
very icular about what they take up ; os are not 
like the cow or bullock. If wool is shed on hill pasture 
where the bounds are pagie. it might be days before it 
comes within the reach of lambs, and by that time it will 


have become flattened, and dirtied, and then it will not 
be so readily partaken of by lambs. The same thing 
does not occur with Lowland sheep. They shed wool in 
fenced pl and lambs come across it frequently. The 
freshness of it induces them to take hold of it, and once 
in the mouth they are inclined to swallow it. 

The best method of prevention I have no doubt, is to 
look well after loose wool. Everyone in charge of flocks 
should gather regularly, and pluck loose wool from the 
udder and hindquarters of the ewes. Wool on fences 
shouid be well looked after ; it does not get trodden on, 
and is more likely to be taken up. As I have already 
mentioned, many flocks are too large for the fields they 
are kept in, and I am confident that if they were less, 
fewer cases of wool parang would occur. I am inclined 
to the belief that a very large percentage of lambs have 
wool in their stomachs. [ have never yet failed to tind 
it in some quantity. 

If I remember rightly, several opinions were given as 
to whether deaths caused by wool balling are common, 
or whether it is ever the cause of death at all. My 
opinion is that it depends upon its situation within the 
stomach of the victim. The stomach of the sheep, like 
that of all other ruminants, is divided into four compart- 
ments. I strongly believe it seldom causes death unless 
when it is lodged in the fourth or true stomach. I have 
found this compartment packed full, and blocking up 
the outlet from the stomach to the bowels. This condi- 
tion will undoubtedly cause death, but I am not of 
— that the mere presence of wool in the other parts 
of the stomach would produce death unless the amount 
was very large. 

When I have a patient suffering from wool ball pre- 
sented to me for operation, I do not select the side as 
the seat of operation. I aim at the fourth or last 
stomach, which I consider is most in need of immediate 
relief. I select the part immediately in front of the 
navel or umbilicus. is I have shaved, and thoroughly 
washed. The lamb is now fixed on its back on a dog 
operating table. I always put the patient under chloro- 
form, and I find lambs take very kindly to chloroform. 
They recover very quickly as well. 

I make an incision about three inches or so in length, 
and put in two fingers in search of the part. It is not 
difficult to find as a rule, being filled and packed tight 
with hard irregular balls. This [ pull to the outside 
wound and partly out of it, observing closely that the 
bowels are not likely to protrude. I then make an 
incision in the wall of the stomach, which I try to make 
between the dilated and congested blood vessels which 
are nearly always present on the stomach wall. This 
preventsa good deal of unnecessary bleeding. 

I take great care when removing the wool not to allow 
any of the fluid contents of the stomach to find its wa 
into the abdominal cavity. This is one of the reasons I 
pull so much of the stomach into the outer wound, as it 
fills it fairly well, preventing 4! material running back. 
All the time I am operating I have a vessel of antisep- 
tic dressing beside me, and constantly wash my hands in 
it. I also have the parts well cleansed with the same. 
I suture the stomach wall with sutures that do not 
require to be removed, and then replace the organ within 
the abdomen. I usually explore the other parts before 
closing the outside wound. 

The outside wound is now closed by two rows of 
sutures, one row with the absorbent kind to close the 
cavity, and the other to take in the muscles and skin. I 
now apply a good antiseptic powder dressing, and cotton 
wool, and then a bandage fairly tight round the body. 
This x the part, and keeps the dressing in its 
place. By the completion of the operation the patient 
a have quite recovered from the effects of the chloro- 

orm. 
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Foot- Gianders Rabies. 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases ep] §=Swine Feve 
Period. Disease. Faroy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Out- | Ani- Out- | Ani- Out- | Ani- Out-]| Out- | Slauyn- 
ks| mals. mals. mals, | | Other breaks. | 
Gr BRITAIN. Week ended May 2] 23 | 29 
1907 .. | 38 54 
Corresponding week in ; 1906 .. 17 24 4 
1905 ..]| 29 | 40 20| 28 97 
‘otal for 18 weeks, 1908 | 480 | 595] 8 | 212 | 281, 967 60s} 599 | 3141 
1907 .. | 408 | 563 sas | 181 ses 738 8760 
Correspondi jiod in {1906 .. | 349 543 7 
ecilc3 1905 .. | 390 557 412 747 614 245 1285 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, May 4, 1908. : 
IRELAND. Week ended April 25 os ee 0% 8 14 78 
Corresponding Week in 1906 .. es oe 
1905 .. oe se ee 1 2 7 
Total for 17 weeks,1908 .. | 246 63 | 1206 
{1309 1 3 ee oe ee ee = = 
Correspondi iod i 1906 .. 2 2 . ee 2 ee ee 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, April 29, 1908, 


Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


CoMPARATIVE SUMMARY OF RETURNS— 
PARASITIC MANGE, IN IRELAND. 
1908 1907 1906 1905 


Outbreaks in April 4 8 
Four months 19 40 33 


The Eradication of Glanders. 
MEASURES IN BIRMINGHAM. 


The Markets and Fairs Committee report to the City 
Council that the Glanders or Farcy Order of 1907 came 
inte operation throughout Great Britain on January 1 
last. Under the Order it is compulsory on local authori- 
ties to slaughter and destroy horses, asses, or mules 
affected with glanders or farcy, and to pay compensation 
for the same out of the local rate. 

From January 1 to March 31, 1908, 251 horses have 
been tested which were valued at £3,552 10s. ; 86 horses 
were found to be glandered and were destroyed, the 
total value being £1,217, or an average of £14 3s. per 
horse. The amount paid as compensation (one-half 
value) was £608 1Qs., or an average of £7 ls. 6d. per 
horse. Four horses clinically diseased were also de- 
stroyed, and £8 paid as compensation, bringing the total 
compensation up to £616 10s. Mr. Malcolm, the Veteri- 
nary Inspector, is of opinion that the worst period is 
passed, and that the number of cases in future will be 
comparatively small. While agreeing with the views of 
the Government Board as to the efficacy of the 
prescribed measures, the committee consider that as the 


‘stamping out of the disease is a matter of national im- 


portance, the cost of compensation, or at any rate, a 


substantial portion thereof, should have been made a 
charge upon money provided by Parliament, and th 
regret that the Government were unable to sanction su 

a provision.— Birmingham Daily Mail. 


Notification of Glanders.—Fees to be Paid to 
London Veterinary Surgeons. 


When the Police and Sanitary Committee of the 
House ef Commons considered the London County 
Council (General Powers) Bill on Tuesday, the follow- 
ing clause was accepted without opposition :—-“ The 
Council may pay to any veterinary surgeon in respect of 
any notification by him to the Council or — of 
disease under ‘ The London (Notification of Glanders) 
bsequent Order amending or 


In support of the provision, Counsel observed that 
under the Notification of Infectious Diseases Act, a 
medical practitioner received a fee of 2/6. Under a 
recent Order relating to London, made by the Board of 
Agriculture, veterinary surgeons were required to notify 
any case of glanders occurring under their charge, but 
no power was given to enable a fee to be paid to the 
veterinary surgeons. The Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons had made representations to the London 
County Council on the subject, and that authority felt 
that it was only reasonable that the veterinary surgeons 
notifying cases of glanders should be placed in the same 

ition as medical men notifying infectious disease. 
Caasenatip the provision was brought forward in the 
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Bill to enable the London County Council to pay fees. 

Mr. James Ollis, the Chief Officer of the Public Con- 
trol Department of the London County Council, gave 
evidence in support of Counsel’s statement, explaining 
there was no obligation on veterinary surgeons to notify 
cases of glanders prior to the making of the Order by 
the Board of Agriculture requiring them to notify all 
cases coming within their knowledge. The Order in 
question applied to London County es be There was a 
considerable number of cases of glanders in London. 
There were 1,400 notified cases last year, and this year it 
was expected that there would be at least 2,000, Hav- 
ing heard this evidence, the Committee, as stated above, 
accepted the clause as proposed. 


Diphtheria in Animals and Man. 


The transmission of the diphtheria virus from the 
lower animals to man is still a question upon which 
opinion is divided. Clinically the disease observed 
among animals is identical in its characteristics with 
human diphtheria. It occurs among horses and cattle, 
it is exceedingly common among pigeons, and at times 
these birds are decimated by the disease. It is also 
common among other domestic birds—-fowls, ducks, 
pheasants, parrots, etc. Bacteriologically, however, the 
causal organism has been held to be different, although 
several observers have isolated the Bacillus diphtheriz 
or a bacillus closely similar to it from cases of animal 
diphtheria. Dr. L. W. Sambon has recently reviewed 
the evidence in favour of an identity in the causal virus 
for human and animal diphtheria, and urges many 
arguments in regard to the origin, distribution, and spread 
of epidemics of the disease in support of the view that 
domesticated animals, and especially birds, play an im- 

rtant réle in the eed of human diphtheria. 

e points out that of all known bacteria, the bacillus 
+ pee is one which exhibits the greatest variations. 
The recognition of differences between the causal microbe 
of diphtheria in man and other animals does not :nili- 
tate against the possibility of transmission of the disease 
from one to the other. Amongst other interesting facts 
bearing on the question he points out that in the French 
Army for the period 1872-85 the relative proportion of 
diphtheria among cavalry and infantry was in the ratio 
of 10 to 3. In the German Army, for a similar period, 
the proportion was 3 tol. Dr. Sambon is of opinion 
that birds, especially pigeons, are largely instrumental 
in the spread of the disease, and he makes the interest- 
ing suggestion that the plague which fell upon the people 
from eating quails, as described in Numbers xi. 31-34, 
was actually an epidemic of diphtheria. The whole 
question undoubtedly calls for further research and 
investigation, and, as Dr. Sambon suggests, the veteri- 
nary surgeon of the modern school should iake his full 
share ef work in such an inquiry.—7he Hospital. 


Devon Cattle Breeders and Contagious 
Abortion. 

At a meeting at Exeter on the Ist inst. of the Devon 
Cattle Breeders’ Society, it was proposed that a strong 
protest be made against the passage of the Act to render 
the operations on animals and their medical treatment 
by any person not having a veterinary surgeon’s qualifi- 
cation, an offence against the law. ut this resolution 
was not proceeded with, it being stated that the Act in 
question was not likely to pass. 

Mr. Digby Collins, said he hoped there would be a 

representation at the National Cattle Breeders’ 

iety, because at the last meeting a proposal was 
brought forward and had some support which he con- 
sidered most mischievous and destructive to cattle- 


breeding. The proposal was to declare abortion in 
cattle a notifiable disease. 

Mr. Kidner said as a representative of the Devon 
breed he entirely differed from Mr. Collins, and at the 
next meeting of the National Cattle Breeders’ Society 
he should support the proposal. He believed that abor- 
tion in cattle should be notified, in order that the 
disease may be prevented from spreading by calling in a 
properly qualified veterinary surgeon. He should like 
to have an expression of opinion on the point from the 
Devon Society. 

Mr. Digby Collins said he had had a great deal of ex- 
perience of abortion in cattle, and there was more humbug 
talked about veterinary surgeons and their treatment ot 
this disease than about anything else. The proposal to 
notify was utter nonsense. He had known of dozens of 
cases of abortion in herds ; nothing was done unless an 
animal was lost. He denied that the disease was 
spread. 

Mr. Kidner replied that abortion arose from different 
causes. It might occur through feeding, or from acci- 
dent, or in consequence of infectious disease. 

Mr. Digby Collins said if they employed a veterinary 
surgeon and abortion was notified the chances were 
that their sales of cattle would be stopped for three 
months, six wonths, or perhaps a year. e thought it 
was ridiculous. 

Mr. Kidner thought the matter should be discussed 
by the Devon Society, as they were not all of the same 
opinion. The subject had been taken up by the National 
Cattle Breeders’ Society, and it would be carried through. 
At least, he hoped so. 

Mr. Digby Collins said in that event he should regard 
the National Cattle Breeders’ Society as a most mis- 
chievous body. 

Mr. Kidner gave notice that he would submit a_reso- 
lution on the subject at the next meeting. 


Sending Horses by Train.—Important Ruling 
on Proof of Negligence. 


The London and South-Western Railway Co. having 
been sued for injury sustained by a horse which was 
being carried from Waterloo to Guildford, the Divis- 
ional Court affirming a judgment of Judge Willis 
(Southwark County Court), had held that the evidence 
of negligence against the company in boxing the horses 
was sufficient to maintain the action, and ordered a re- 
trial of the case. The Company had appealed. The 
case was heard before the Master of the Rolls and Lords 
Justices Buckley and Kennedy. 

The Master of the Rolls said he had come to the con- 
clusion that the judgment of the Divisional Court was 
wrong, and, further, that there was no evidence of 
negligence which could support the judgment in the 
County Court for the plaintiff. It would therefore be 
useless to order a new trial, and judgment would be 
entered for the railway company. 

It was not disputed on the contract that the Company 
were not liable unless it would be proved that the loss 
of or injury to the animal was caused by negligence on 
the part of the servants of the railway. It was not 
sufficient to establish negligence jfor a ‘plaintiff to show 
that the animal was injured in transit, and that the 
evidence of how it got injured was equally consistent 
with negligence or absence of negligence. He must do 
more than that. He must show affirmatively that 
there was some act done or something left undone which 
was inconsistent with due care by the servants of the 
railway. 

His ee thought the plaintiff's evidence did not 
satisfy this condition. In his opinion, the plaintiff had 
failed to prove any negligence on the part of the defend- 
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ants. It followed that the clause in the consignment 
note covered the railway from liability, and this appeal 
must be allowed with costs and judgment ente for 
the Company. 

Lord Justices Buckley and Kennedy concurred.—7'he 
Farriers’ Journal. 


THE EXISTENCE OF FORMS OF TUBERCLE 
BACILLUS WHICH ARE NOT ACID-FAST. 


The existence of forms of the tubercle bacillus which 
become decolourised in the course of the ordinary Ziehl- 
Nielsen method of staining is affirmed by Dr. Hans 
Much, of Hamburg, in an interesting paper published 
in the Berliner Klinische Wochenschrift of April 6th. He 
has found that on making post-mortem examinations of 
cattle infected with tubercle bacilli of known origin and 
of ordinary characters, and presenting typical nodules 
in the lungs, the most careful examination may in certain 
cases fail to reveal ordinary acid-fast tubercle bacilli, in 
spite of the fact that inoculation experiments may 
demonstrate the tuberculons nature of the lesions and 
that frum some of the cases tubercle bacilli may be ob- 
tained by culture. Similar results may be observed 
with the so-called “ cold-abscesses” resulting from the 
tuberculous process in the human subject. Dr. Much, 
by using Gram’s method as well as the Ziehl-Nielsen, 
found that there were two forms of the tubercle bacillus 
which were not acid-fast—one a rod-sha form which 
is partly granular and the other a granular form consist- 
ing of granules lying singly or clustered into irregular 
groups. 

To demonstrate these forms he employs Gram’s method 
leaving the preparations in the gentian-violet solution 
for 48 hours before decolourisation. If sections of tuber- 
culous tissues from which no ordinary bacilli were ob- 
tained were stained in this manner they sometimes 
showed large numbers of fine rods in some of the tuber- 
cles, often lying in the cells, while in other cases only 
tine granules lying partly in rows, partly irregularly, 
were to be seen. Small pieces of fresh lung tissue from 
such a case (free from ye em organisms) were incubated 
for varying periods in serum tubes placed in an incubator 
at 37°C. At first only granules and rods staining by 
Gram’s method were obtained, but after incubating for 
six days bacilli staining by Ziehl-Nielsen’s method were 
also recognisable. The granules were not artefacts due 
to precipitated stain, since they were only found in the 
tubercles, and no irregular precipitation was observed 
elsewhere. Other experiments are described showing 
that under various conditions the ordinary form can 
Hee converted into a granular form and yet retain its viru- 

ence. 

Dr. Much, in a paper on the same subject published 
in the Beitrdge zur Klinik der Tuberculose, Band viii., 
Heft 1, p. 85, gives his methods and his results in more 
detail. He suggests that the Ziehl]-Nielsen staining 
depends upon some other constituent of the bacillus 
than that upon which the Gram method rests. Ina 
a in the same number of that journal by Dr. N. A. 

ichaelides, similar conclusions are arrived at. 

He also states that there is a form of the tubercle 
bacillus which does not stain either with Ziehl-Nielsen 
or with Gram, but which can be demonstrated by the 
Lceffler-Giemsa method of staining, details of which he 
gives. These observations are of considerable interest 


and may prove to be of practical importance in|? 


diagnosis.—-7he Lancet. 


Veterinary Surgeons’ Amendment Bill. 


It has been observed with satisfaction that the Coun- 
cil of the Bee College of Veterinary Surgeons are 
showing a iness to respect public opinion in the ad- 
justing of the Bill they have under preparation for the 
amendment of the Veterinary Surgeons’ Acts. It would 
appear that the draft Bill had seen the light prema- 
turely. It certainly bore traces of hasty drafting and 
contained proposals which one felt reluctant to associate 
with wise heads that adorn the veterinary profession. 
At a recent meeting of the Council of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons, it transpired that the Bill had 
not been maturely adjusted, and that at least some of its 
most important provisions were tentative. It is proba- 
bly the case, as has been suggested, that in the profess- 
ion there is a considerable section who eagerly desire to 
see the force of statute law given to all, even the most 
drastic, of the proposals in the Bill as originally drafted, 
and that for the moment these active spirits had got the 
upper hand in tke Council of the College. More 
moderate minds are now asserting themselves, and it is 
to be hoped that in the end this important measure will 
be so shaped as not only to secure the greatest good of 
the veterinary profession itself, but also to efficiently 
serve the interests of the live stock owners of the 
country. 

It is obvious that the Privy Council had been desirous 
of as far as possible meeting the wishes of the veterinary 
profession. This is a fair enough conclusion to draw 
from the general tone of the report which the Council 
passed on the Bill as it originally stood. Approval was 
given to the main object of the Bill, the institution of an 
annual fee upon all practising members of the profession 
as a source of revenue for its organising and controlling 
body. Most strangely, the original draft of the Bill con- 
tained the ledieneame harsh proposal that a delay of 
more than one month in the payment of this annual fee 
would disqualify a veterinary surgeon from the practice 
of his profession. The Privy Council, of course, put its foot 
on that proposal, and the promoters of the Bill, accepting 
the spirit of the report from the Privy Council, are 
framing more reasonable provisions for the controlling 
of this matter. There are still a very large number of 
the profession who object cstplalionlie to the proposed 
imposition of a compulsory annual fee, and it has to be 
acknowledged that there is much to be said for the views 
which they seek to maintain. It is contended that it is 
unjust and unwarranted to make the compulsory fee 
retrospective ; that at any rate for past graduates it 
should be merely voluntary, and that its non-payment 
should not in any way affect the status a qualified veteri- 
nary surgeon has already acquired in his profession. It 
is understood that vigorous efforts are still to be made to 
have this view given effect to when the Bill comes before 
Parliament. One cannot help thinking that the pro- 
moters of the Bill would be well advised in meeting the 
opposition on this point—that is, by limiting the com- 
pulsory fee to future graduates and letting the fee be 
voluntary to present practitioners. There is every reason 
to believe that by this arrangement the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons would obtain sufticient funds for the 
useful objects they have in view, and they would cer- 
tainly gain in the good opinion of the public and stand a 
better chance of seeing the Bill placed without delay on 
tho statute-book.—7'he Scotsman. 


Meat Inspection in Berlin. 


Twenty-five years ago meat inspection in Berlin occu” 
ied part of the time of 11 veterinary surgeons and 138 


inspectors, now the whole time of 70 veterinary surgeons 
and 700 inspectors is fully occupied with the work, 
OecstericheSZeitschr ft. 
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The Question of Inflated Meat in Jersey. 


In the Royal Court before Sir W. H. Venables Vernon, 
Knt., Bailiff, and Jurats Malet de Carteret and Payn. 
The humble petition of Mr. Arthur Gilbert showeth : 


That he has been established as a butcher in the 


Island for a number of years, and that he still carries 
on the business at No. 3 Halkett Street, St. Helier : 

That for the requirements of his business he is obliged 
to import meat from England and France : 

That during the many years he has carried on the 
business he has never received any complaint as to the 
quality of the meat : 

That amongst other meat thus imported is blown veal 
and lamb from England and France (it being the general 
practice to blow this kind of meat) : 

That to his great surprise about the 8th March, 1908, 
he received a circular letter, of which the following is 
the tenor :— 

Foreign Cattle Office, Albert Pier, Jersey. 
March 7th, 1908. 

Sir,—I am directed to inform you that in accordance 
with the provisions contained in the Article on Butchers 
in the Code of Laws of 1771, the sale of blown meat is 
prohibited within the limits of the Island of Jersey 
under a penalty of £10 for the first offence and suspen- 
sion in the case of repetition of same, and in consequence 
[ would beg to state that on and after the 17th inst., no 
meat which has been blown will be passed for consump- 
tion.—-[ am, sir, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) C. CLayton, 
Lieut.-Col., States’ Veterinary Officer. 

That on the 24th March, 1908, Lieut.-Col. C. Clayton, 
Veterinary Officer named by the Harbours and Piers 
Committee, in virtne of Article 4 of the Law on the lLn- 
troduction in the Island of Foreign Cattle (1891), re- 
tused to deliver two lambs and two hind-quarters of 
lamb that the said petitioner had imported into the 
Island, and which were at the Pnblic Slaughter: houses, 
because the saitl meat was blown: 

That in acceding to his 1 ee (“instances”) and on 
his recommendations the said petitioner took the, said 
meat to Guernsey, where he sold it : 

That in consequence petitioner had suffered an appre- 
ciable loss : 

That on the 3rd April, 1908, the said Veterinary Officer 
refused to allow petitioner to accept delivery of four 
quarters of veal which he had imported into the [sland 
on the said day, and which were at the Public Slaughter- 
houses, on the pretence that the said meat was unfit 
for consumption according to the Law of the Island : 

That the said Veterinary Officer reported the matter 
to one of the town Centeniers, who, it appears, refused 
to confiscate the meat on such a certificate : 

That subseqrently the said Veterinary Officer has 
offered to give petitioner permission to re-export the 
said meat in order to sell it elsewhere : Fase : 

That in consequence of the conditions which it was 
endeavoured to impose (conditions which had never 
previonsly been im ), it was impossible for peti- 
tioner to carry on his business and satisfy the orders 
he receives from his large clientele. 

That the meat which the said Liens vg Officer re- 
fused to deliver to petitioner was not unfit for consump- 
tion, which is indeed admitted by the said Veterinary 
Officer, as is proved by the fact that he was willing to 
allow its re-exportation, but nevertheless the said Veteri- 
nary Officer absolutely refuses to deliver such meat to 
petitioner for the use of his business : 

Leave was therefore given to petitioner to cause to be 
convened before Justice the said Lieut.-Col. C. Clayton, 
Veterinary Officer, as aforesaid, and Philip John Falle, 
Esq., Jurat, President of the Harbours an Piers Com- 
mittee, so that in their presence, and after proof of the 


said allegations, they be condemned to pay petitioner 
the sum of £100 stg. by way of damages and costs, and 
that such other relief as may be given him as Justice 
may deem fit. 

Advocate Pinel, instructed by Mr. F. J. Bois, solicitor, 
was counsel for petitioner, and the Solicitor-General, 
with whom was Mr. E. B. Renouf, solicitor, was counsel 
for the President of the Harbours and Piers Committee 
and Lieut.-Col. Clayton, defendants. 

Advocate Pinel having read the special writ asked , for 
les thereof. 

he Solicitor-General said he was counsel for the 
Harbours and Piers Committee, and Lieut.-Colonel 
Clayton, States Veterinary Officer. His hon. colleague 
in the special writ had explained the question submitted 
to the Court. The question was whether blown meat 
should be or should not be offered for sale to the public. 
The case was exceedingly simple. Thelaw of the Island 
positively prohibits the sale of inflated meat, and it was 
clear that the Legislature of the Island was anxious that 
the public should not be deceived. The learned counsel 
— Article 7 of the Law on the Importation into the 
sland of foreign cattle, dealing with the duties of the 
Veterinary Officer, and which is as follows :— 

“Any meat introduced in the Island to be offered for 
sale shall, before delivery to the consignee, be taken to 
the Foreign Cattle Depét to be submitted to the Veteri- 
nary Officer, who, if the meat is sound and fit for human 
consumption, shall cause it to be stamped ; and should 
the sound meat or part thereof be considered unfit for 
that purpose, the said Veterinary Officee shall suspend 
delivery, and shall immediately report the matter 
to the Constable, or one of the Centeniers of St. 
Helier.” 

The Harbours and Piers Committee, after having 
thoroughly examined the question, the Committee 
unanimously decided that it would be in the interest of 
the general public to enforce the prohibition of blown 
meat referred to in the Code previously alluded to. The 
Veterinary Officer then issued the circular letter to the 
local butchers as mentioned in the writ. Time was 
therefore give . to the butchers to inform their agents of 
such order. Some of the butchers asked the Harbours 
Committee to be granted an interview with regard to 
that and other questions. One of the requests was that 
the decision of the Veterinary Officer should be subject 
to revision. This request could not be acceded to, for, 
remarked Con..cil, the decision of the veterinary would, 
of course, be reversed. The Committee, after further de- 
liberation, came to the conclusion that they could not 
modify their previous decision. The Order of 1771 had 
never been repealed by a Legislative Act and therefore 
obtained to-day. It was true that it had not always 
been enforced, but it had never fallen into “ désnétude” 
as alleged by plaintiff. The learned speaker argued that 
the Harbours and Piers Committee, in view of the facts 
laid before them, were, in the interests of the general 
public, compelled to enforce the said Order. The fact 
that the Veterinary Officer had been somewhat indul- 
gent towards plaintiff, the latter could not complain 
thereof. As a matter of fact, the meat in question could 
have been confiscated, but he allowed its re-exportation 
to Guernsey, where it was found that as far back as 1828 
the Guernsey Legislature had probibited the sale of 
blown meat, and the result was that as from Thursday 
next the sale of blown meat in Guernsey would be 
strictly prohibited ; therefore the old Law referred to 
would be set in force. He (the learned speaker) did not 
know what argument his hon. colleague would deduct 
from that fact. The States’ Veterinary Officer had re- 
fused to “ pass” the meat in question because he did not 
consider it sound or fit for haman consumption. If the 
decision of the States’ Veterinary Officer were subject to 
revision there would be no finality. 


wae aay 
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The Bailiff: You are digressing from the question 
under consideration. If the Law (Code of 1771) pro- 
hibits the sale of blown meat, then the matter is clear, 
and this did not rest with the opinion of the States’ 
Officer. 

The Solicitor-General next submitted the following 
pleas on behalf on the Harbours and Piers Committee 
and of Lieut.-Col. C. Clayton, States’ Veterinary Officer, 
respectively :— 

“The Piers Committee replied that on the 7th March 
last they drew the attention of the Veterinary Officer 
named by them to the article ‘ Butchers,’ forming part of 
the Code of Laws (1771), of which the following isa 
translation of paragraph 1: ‘ Butchers are forbidden to 
inflate meat which they sell to the public, to put anything 
under the kidneys of a calf, sheep or lamb, to inflate 
them . . under penalty of ten pounds (dix livres 
fine, and of suspension of the butcher for the secon 
offence.’ That this prohibition has never been recalled 
by a subsequent Legislative Act, and 1s still the Law of 
the Island, and the Committee submitted that in acting 
as they had done they have been mindful of the public 
interest, convinced that the same reasons which prompt- 
ed the prohibition of the sale of blown meat to the 
inhabitants of the island in 1771 are still more necessary 
at the present day, when a great portion of the meat 
imported in the island has been slanghtered abroad, and 
where, consequently, the inflation has been carried out 
under conditions of which the Committee’s employées 
are not aware, and might be of such a nature as to un- 
ed affect the health of the inhabitants of the 
island ; 

. And the Committee asked to be discharged from the 


on. . 
“The said Mr. Charles Clayton, Veterinary Officer, as 
aforesaid replied that in virtue of Article 7 of the Law 
on Foreign Cattle, any meat imported into the Island to 
be offered for sale, must before delivery to the consignee 
be transported to the Foreign Cattle Depédt to be sub- 
mitted to the examination of the Veterinary Officer, who, 
if the meat is sound and fit for human consumption, 
shall cause it to be stamped ; 

“That if the said defendant, in order to prevent plain- 
tiff from sustaining a heavy loss, allowed him to re-ex- 
port the meat, the said Mr. Gilbert cannot avail himself 
of such indulgence (tolérance), and has no grounds for 
a plaint by means of an Order-of-J ustice ; 

** And defendant contended that in refusing delivery 
of the said inflated meat to plaintiff for human consump- 
tion, he has only performed his legal duty, and cannot 
be liable for damages, and he therefore asked to be dis- 
charged from the suit.” 

Advocate Pinel asked for the production of the certifi- 
cate of the States’ Veterinary Officer. 

The Solicitor-General : That is not material. 

The Bailiff: The States’ Veterinary Officer refused to 
stamp the meat. Will you (addressing Advocate Pinel) 
kindly submit your case. 

Advocate Pinel said the special writ set forth the full 
facts of the case. Plaintiff, like all other local butchers, 
had up to quite recently imported blown meat into the 
Island, and it had hitherto been “ ” by the Veteri- 
nary Officer. Plaintiff was told that, in accordance with 
the Code of 1771, the sale of blown meat was prohibited. 
Counsel might say that this order had not been carried 
out for many years, and he would add that some twenty- 
five years ago meat was inflated at the slaughter-house 
by means of bellows. The Law was therefore observed 
by violating it. (Laughter.) The circular letter had 
eony surprised plaintiff. If it was sought to revive 
the Law of 1771, he, plaintiff, had no objection, but he 
objected that more powers shonld be arrogated by the 
Veterinary Officer than were conferred on him by Law. 

The Bailiff: If the Law of the Island prohibits the 


sale of blown meat, then the Veterinary Officer was 
within his rights to say that blown meat was unfit for 
human food. 

Advocate Pinel: The Code merely says that the 
blowing of meat is forbidden, but it does not prohibit the 
sale of blown meat. 

The Bailiff and Jurat Malet de Carteret: That is 
playing on words. 

dvocate Pinel : I submit that unless the Veterinary 
Officer is able to certify that meat is unfit for human 
food, he must stamp it though it be inflated. 

The Bailiff: Your contention is that though the States’ 
Officer knows that blown meat is prohibited 
by Law, he should “ pass” it, unless it is otherwise unfit 
for human food. 

Advocate Pinel : ‘site so. 

The Solicitor-General now read the certificate issued 
4 the States’ Veterinary Officer to the Inspector, so that 
the latter should refuse delivery. } 

Advocate Pinel, continuing, said that a portion only 
of the carcase was inflated. 

The Bailiff : If any part is inflated then it must be 
considered as inflated meat. 

Adcgute Pinel argued that the inflated portion was 
cut off, 

The Solicitor-General said that in France the anterior 
portion of acarcase is much superior to the posterior 
portion, and the latter was inflated, but the air was 
transmitted to the other part. ; 

The Bailiff, to Advocate Pinel : You ask for a portion 
of the carcase. What do you ask: Vicomte sur les 

Advocate Pinel said that if the Royal Court were to 
decide that inflated veal was forbidden the public would 
be inconveniened thereby. He could cite authorities in 
favour of inflated veal. 

The Bailiff: The question is very simple. If any 
person wishes inflated meat, he can import it him- 
self, or move the Legislature to alter the Law. He re- 
membered the late Mr. Abraham Mourant, solicitor, 
who had once said that one of the Laws in the 1771 
Code was obsolete. He (the learned speaker) asked him 
on what he based his opinion, and Mr. Mourant replied 
that that Law was never put into operation. A case 
where the Law in question was invoked was submitted 
to Judge Gibaut, of the Petty Debts Court, and his 
ruling was that it was still operative. 

The Solicitor-General said that non-inflated veal was 
introduced in the Island yesterday, and therefore the 
public could not be inconvenienced. 

Advocate Pinel, in conclusion, argued that the States’ 
Veterinary Officer had exceeded his powers. 

The Court retired for deliberation at 12.53, and re- 
turned at 1.27, when the Greffier was called upon to 
read the judgment of the Court, which is as follows : 

Whereas the prohibition against the inflation of meat 
contained in the Code of 1711 referred to has not been 
repealed and has therefore force of Law. 

e Court ruled that the said Veterinary Officer was 
justified in refusing to stamp the meat in question, in 
accordance with the provisions of Article 7 of the Law 
Gee} on the Importation of Foreign Cattle, etc., and 
therefore see Tee the said defendants from the suit. 


—The Evening Post (Jersey). 


The Nocard Memorial. 

The Committee of the Nocard Memorial recently 
addressed to all the subscribers a brochure commemora- 
ting the unveiling of the statue to this eminent scientist. 
Any of those subscribers who have not yet received this 
brochure through an error or an insufficient address 
should send a post-card or letter addressed to 


Vallée, Veterinary School, Alfort, France. 
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PracticaL Meat Foop Inspection, by WILLIAM 
Rosertson, M.D. (Glas.), D.P.H. Medical Officer of 
Health, Leith. 


_ This book appears to be written for the official sanitary 
inspector, in order that he may deal with the inspection 
of meat, milk, and other foods in his usual round of 
duties ; and Dr. Robertson may be accepted as a safe, 
practical guide. After a short introductory chapter on 
the subject matter of the book generally, the ‘author in 
succeeding chapters deals with the sanitation of cow- 
sheds, piggeries, and stables, milk supplies, and the 
tuberculin and mallein tests. Light, ventilation, drain- 
age, etc., of cowsheds, are fully dealt with in a fairly 
satisfactory manner, although it appears that the author 
is content to leave the regulation of ventilators in the 
hands of the cowkeeper and attendants more than most 
sanitary officials are content todo. Stable sanitation is 
only lightly touched upon, and might just as well have 
been left out altogether. The remarks on the quality 
of milk are distinctly good and the points to be attended 
to in order to secure a satisfactory milk supply are care- 
fully summarised. The Budde process of treating milk 
is also explained. 
The author cites Prof. Hamilton, of Aberdeen, to 
prove that Koch’s conclusions on the intercommunie- 
ability of tuberculosis are wrong, but, strange to say, 
dismisses the reports of the Royal Commission sitting 
on the matter in two lines. Veterinary Surgeons would 
be interested to know where 10 per cent. of the dairy 
cows are affected with tuberculosis of the udder. On 
page 54 the author gives three specimen temperature 
charts in connection with tuberculin testing—that is, 
for cows ne, doubtful, and passing the test ; but 
on the next page he appears to draw incorrect conclu- 
sions from such charts, and further states that “One 
need not expect a reaction within two or three months 
of a qeviens application of the test,” whereas it is now 
well known that by increasing the dose of tuberculin, it 
is quite ible to get several reactions within one 
month. In dealing with the examination of living 
animals, the author recommends inspection by veteri- 
surgeons, and alludes to the difficulties often met 
with in avteng such animals although obviously unfit 
for human food. It is of course generally unsafe to seize 
such animals under the Public Health Acts unless at a 
slaughterhouse or in a market held only for fat stock 
intended for immediate slaughter. In mixed markets, 
and during ordinary transit, the owner has only to say 
that such cattle are for “ store” purposes and the seizure 
is at once illegal. . 
Succeeding chapters relate to the general considera- 
tion of slaughterhouses, their situation and structure, 

rivate and public, and a comparison of German and 
English methods in the latter, and then goes on to 
treat of the manufacture of by-products — trade 
nuisances—such as tripe and gut cleaning, destruction 
of condemned carcases, blood drying etc. Podevils 
apparatus—a German invention for dealing with con- 
demned meat, fish, etc., the first of which has just been 
erected in England in connection with the new abattoirs 
at the London Smithfield Markets—is also mentioned. 

Anatomical considerations and methods of slaughter 
are followed by remarks on appearances of healthy and 
diseased animals, the appearance of meat under varying 
conditions, preservation and storage, and the diseased 
and other conditions most commonly seen in the 
abattoir and slaughterhouse. 

Altogether 8 chapters, consisting of 82 pages are devo- 
to those, and much valuable information is given, but a 
little more detail in many matters would be useful. 
Occasionally the remarks of the author are not those 
generally accepted and acted upon. For instance, on 


104, he states that on no account should a stripped 
= ees carcase be passed by the Inspector, whereas it 
is well known that stripping has occasionally to be done 
owing to bad “sticking” in perfectly healthy animals. 
Again in dealing with black leg, e 136, he states 
that meat from animals that have died as the result of 
black leg is never eaten, whereas up to a few years ago 
at any rate, the meat from such animals was olten used 
at farm houses, and to-day may be met with at meat 
markets and clearinghouses when examining the carcases 
of animals slaughtered in “emergency” cases. On page 
137 milk fever is said to develop 48 hours after calving, 
whereas the disease may be seen before calving, and for 
scme days afterwards. In a few instances such as the 
above, the statements made are faulty, whilst the usual 
signs of slink veal, emergency slaughtering and such like 
matters of importance to budding meat inspectors are 
omitted. Only one line is devoted to “tumours,” 
although full chapters are given to a consideration of 
fish, ptomaine and food poisoning, and to retail shops 
and farm produce. 

The latter half of the book is given up to laws and 
regulations relating to public health sanitation, and food 
and drugs inspection in the United Kingdom. Their 
inclusion is valuable for purposes of instruction and 
reference, whilst the notes added by Mr. RH. Miller, 
8.8.C., Public Prosecutor to the Leith Local Authority, 
afford explanations of the sections and the leading judi- 
cial decisions given thereon. 

The publishers’ part of the work also deserves com- 
 s—eaee as the printing and illustrations are well 

one. 

(Demy 8vo., pp. x +372, with 40 illustrations. London, 
Bailliére, Tindall and Cox, 1908.) 


The Royal Agricultural College, Cirencester. 


The reconstitution of the Royal Agricultural College, 
Cirencester, is making satisfactory progress. In so far 
as its educational efficiency is concerned the premier 
agricultural college is as flourishing to-day as at any 
time in its career, extending over 60 years. But changes 
in the agricultural educational system of the country, 
and, above all, the granting of financial aid to public 
institutions from State and county funds, necessitated 
some alteration in the constitution of the Cirencester 
college if it were to retain its pre-eminence and popu- 
larity. It is a fundamental rule in the distribution of 
public money for the encouragement of agricultural 
education that assistance is given only to public estab- 
lishments, and as hitherto the Royal Agricultural College 
did not come under this category, it was precluded from 
receiving aid from the Board of Agriculture or from 
county funds. The fact that the college should have 
continued self-supporting for so long a period, and par- 
ticularly in recent years, in the face of strong opposition 
in the form of State-aided establishments, testities to its 
social status and educational efficiency. Even now it is 
in a prosperous condition, for in the winter term 
it had a yo number of regular students than 
any other college except one—a circumstance which 
cannot be regarded as betokening waning popu- 
larity. At the same time it was deemed desir- 
able that steps should be taken to bring the College 
into line, not only in constitution, but in the scope and 
character of its work, with the kindred establishments of 
modern development, and with this object a committee 
was appointed last year to draw up a scheme for the 
approval of the Board of Agriculture and the local county 
educational authorities. The committee have completed 
their task to the satisfaction of the Board of Agricul- 
ture, and after the ensuing term the Royal Agriculture 
College will be mana by a representative governing 


bedy, and will be eligible te obtain grants from the 
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Board of Agriculture and from the County Council of 
Gloucestershire, and perhaps the adjoining counties. 
The moditications have involved the resignation of the 
principal, the Rev. J. B. McClellan, who has occupied his 
position with distinction for 27 years, and the voluntar 
retirement of one who has been so closely ‘identified wit 
the success of the College is the only regrettable incident 
connected with the change. In its new form, however, 
there is every reason to anticipate a maintenance of the 
social standing and educational pre-eminence of the 
College, while the additional provision made for placing 
facilities at the service of farmers’ sons and others in the 
contributing counties not desirous of taking the full 
course should enhance its general usefulness and local 
influence. At all events, the extended scope of the 
future operations will remedy a defect which has hither- 
to existed in the western district as compared with most 
other parts of the country, as under the new régime it 
will be possible for the County Councils to co-operate 
with the College in furthering local agricultura] educa- 
tion.—The Times. 


Secret Remedies. 


The campaign against secret remedies of a harmful 
character is making steady progress in this country, 
the most recent event of the campaign being the 
adoption of a resolution by the National Conference 
on Infantile Mortality at its concluding meeting at 
Caxton Hall on March 25. The resolution was in the 
following terms :— 

“That all preparations offered or sold as foods or 
drugs for infants should be certified by a Government 
analyst as non-injurious, and that each packet should 
eontain its analysis, and that provisions similar to 
those of the Fertilisers and Feeding Stuffs Act should 
be — to foods and drugs purporting to be for the 
use of infants.” 

This resolution was the outcome of a comprehensive 
paper read by Dr. Eric Pritchard. He said that the 
reasons for the popularity of secret remedies was pro- 
bably explained partly on the ground of the resource- 
fulness of those who exploit them, partly from the atti- 
tude taken up by the public, partly by the attitude of the 
Government and partly by the attitude of the medical 
profession. After having referred to the harmful nature 
of many of the proprietary soothing syrups and other 
infants’ remedies on the market, Dr. Pritchard took a 
survey of the law affecting the sale of proprietary com- 

unds. He showed that, while the sale of drugs of all 

inds is regulated by the Sale of Food and Drugs Acts, 
which make no distinction as to whether the drugs are 
intended for administration to infants or adults, the 
sale of proprietary articles is practically exempt from 
the provisions of these Acts. In suggesting a remedy for 
the lax conditions of the law, he said, “ We have in this 
‘country a very excellent Act which compels, under a 
heavy penalty, all persons who sell any compounded 
food or drug, to supply an invoice or warranty of the 
materials from which it has been manufactured. Should 
it contain any deleterious or worthless ingredient, the 
seller is liable to summary conviction. This Act, which 
protects the purchaser very completely, has no applica- 
tion whatsoever to infants or human beings, but is solely 
intended for the protection of cattle and the agricultural 
interests. I imagine that most of us who take an in- 
terest in infant mortality would be quite satisfied if the 
application of this Act were extended to the case of in- 
fants. We could not ask for more stringent or effective 
regulations for the control of the manufacture and sale 
of foods or drugs. Surely the spirit of commercialism 
which ~taean-vn framing of the Fertilisers and Feed- 
ing Stuffs Act for the protection of our greatest industry 
ought to be extended so as to include the important 


industry of infant protection. The administration of 
this Act rests with the Department of Agriculture, and, 
seeing that they already the machinery for deal- 
ing with the control of the sale and manufacture of 
foodstuffs and fertilisers for cattle, it might be more 
convenient that the control of foods and drugs intended 
for infant consumption should be vested in the same 
Department,” This is the first time such a definite and 

ractical suggestion of dealing with this growing evil 

as been publicly made in this country. The remedy is 
so — that it is difficult to imagine on what grounds 
any Government could refuse to adopt Dr. Pritchard’s 
proposals.— Pharmaceutical Journal. 


Sensible Magistrates. 


At Portadown Petty Sessions, Charles Marlay, Ogle 
Street, Armagh, was summoned at the suit of the Porta- 
down Urban Council for ~~ : on the 18th April ex- 
posed for sale in the pork market the carcase of a dead 
pig which was said to be unfit for human food. 

‘own Inspector Richardson said the ey vee covered 
up with bags in thecart. He seized it as being unsound 
and it was condemned by the Medical Officer of Health 
and ordered to be destroyed by a local magistrate. 

Dr. Rowlett, Medical Officer of Health, said the car- 
case was in a state of putrefaction and was smelling. 

Mr. Farrell said the magistrates had power to impose 
a fine of £20, or to order the defendant to be imprisoned 
for three months, without the option of a fine. This was 
a very serious offence, and in the interests of the public 
health he would ask their worships to visit it with the 
very heaviest punishment. If the defendant were present 
himself, he would ask the Court, unless he could show 
some extenuating circumstances, to send him to jail 
without the option ofa fine. The defendant’s wife said 
the pig was choked two days before the market. 

Their worships imposed a fine of 40s., including cost. 
The Chairman said the magistrates thought it would 
be well to have the evidence of the veterinary surgeon 
in cases of this kind instead of a doctor, use a 
veterinary surgeon knew more about animals than a 
medical man. 

Mr. Farrell said they must bring in the medical 
officer of health, but they could also bring in a veterinary 
surgeon. The £2 of a fine which the magistrates had 
imposed in this case would not more than cover the ex- 
penses which the urban council had incurred in bringing 
the prosecution. The Chairman said the magistrates 
had considered all that, and added that “ the man had 
lost his pig.” 


Police as Cattle Inspectors 


The Chief Constable of Cheshire (Col. J. H. Hamers- 
ley) has asked that the strength of the constabulary 
should be increased by 35 men, at a cost of £2,541 per 
annum. His recommendation that the additional men 
should be apportioned to the police divisions as follows 
was grantéd: Altrincham 4, Eddisbury 2, Crewe 6, 
Northwich 2, North Wirral 12, South Wirral 3, Maccles- 
field 1, Stockport 3, Runcorn 2. In the Broxton division 
an acting-sergeant, said the Colonel, had had to travel 
250 miles through an outbreak of swine fever. One 
sergeant had told him that he did not consider himself 
a policeman at all, but a cattle inspector. 


Personal. 

Mr. R. F. Grossart, M.R.C.V.S., Milton, Beattock 
reports that lambing in his flock (B.L. 249) commenced 
on Ist March, and has now finished, with about 175 
per cent. of lambs, and with only one yeld ewe. The 
sires used were Midland Quality (1293) and Reattock 
(1551), both noted prize winners, also a Sandyknowe 
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sheep of Hawkrigg breeding. During the lambing 
season there was not a single death from exposure.— The 
Scottish Farmer. 


Mr. J. W. M‘Intosu, M.R.C.V.S., Eskbank, Dalkeith 
is leaving shortly for London, he having been appoin 
veterinary overseer for the proprietors of Hay’s Wharf, 
Ltd. In his new post Mr. M‘Intosh will have a v 
large stud to supervise, so that his hands will be well 
filled. Mr. M‘Intosh, in addition to conducting a large 

ractice at Eskbank, has for several years ac as a 
ecturer on veterinary science to the Edinburgh and 
East of Scotland College of Agriculture. He is a very 
able lecturer, and his removal from the district will be 
much regretted by the governors of the College. Mr. 
M‘Intosh will carry with him to his new sphere of use- 
fulness the best wishes of all with whom he has come 
in contact in his professional capacity.—V. B. A. 


Mr. Jonn Batrp, M.R.C.V.S., Thornhill, was third in 
the novices class under 14°2 hands at Ayr Show, with 
Brimfield Daisy, a shapely brown mare by Dramlanrig. 


Mr. JevBart, M.R.C.VS., of Stow-on-the-Wold, 
while out with the Heythrop Hounds last month, met 
with an accident. His horse, coming down at a fence, 
wae over him, breaking his collarbone and injuring his 
ankle. 


Mr. A. CornisH-Bowpen, M.RC.V.S., is acting as 
Hon. Sec. and Manager to the Pomeranian Club’s Second 
Annual Championship Dog Show, to be held at London 
Scottish V.R.C Drill Hall, 59 Buckingham Gate, S.W. 
on May 28th, 1908, which is the greatest Show for 
Pomeranians held during the year, there being 45 
classes for this breed alone. Mr. Bowden will be greatly 
obliged if veterinary surgeons will mention the show 
to any of their clients who have good dogs, as there 
are many really good dogs owned by people whoare not 
aware of the show. 


GopsoLtp—Smitu.—On April 15th, at St. Helen’s 
Church, by the Rev. T. George, Jams R. Godbold, 
M.R.C.V.S., eldest son of Mr. Herbert Godbold, Stow- 
market, to Lily S. A. Smith, yonngest daughter of Mr. 
James Smith, emery of The Cedars, Alderton, and 
granddaughter of the late Mr. J. T. Smith, of Tunstall. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


The undermentioned officers on return from Foreign 
Service have been posted for duty to Stations as below : 

Major W. R. Walker to Salisbury, as acting Principal 
Veterinary Officer, Southern Command. 

Lieutenant F. Fail to Sheffield. Lieut. H. Greenfield 
to Aldershot for duty at the Vaccine Institute. Lieut. 
W. A. Jelbart to Station Veterinary Hespita]l, Wool- 
wich, as a temporary measure. 

Major D.C. Pallio, lately employed at Chatham, has 
reverted toretired pay. Major F. D. Hunt has been 

— six months privilege leave to England from 

ndia. 

Captain A. H. Lane arrived from South Africa on 28th 
April on six months sick leave of absence. Lieut. J. 
Tapley arrived from South Africa on 2nd May in R.M:S. 
“ Kenilworth Castle” on three months sick leave of 
absence. me A. J. Williams, attached to Egyptian 
Army, arrived from that country on 28th April on three 
months leave of absence. 

Major E. W. Larnder and aes. W. N. Wright have 
received orders to embark at Southampton on 30th 
May, for a tour of service in South Africa. 

Capt. J. B. Southey has been transferred from Wool- 
wich to the Curragh. Capt. F.S. Probyn has been trans- 
ferred from Bulford to Bristol. 

Lieut. E. C. Russell arrived from India on 4th May 
in ss, “ Caledonian” on six months privilege leave. 


OBITUARY. 
Georcr Fuanacan, M.R.C.V.S., Reading. 
Graduated, Lond: April, 1865, 
Mr. Flanagan’s death occurred almost suddenly on 
the 27th April from cerebral hemorrhage. His age 
was 64, 
Epmunp Artuor Saxton, M.R.C.V.S., Nantwich. 
ew, Edin: April, 1887. 
Mr. Saxton died at Nantwich on the Ist May, at the 
age of 44. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE PROPOSED VETERINARY ACT. 
Sir, 

It is clear that not even his many years of Editorship 
have taught Mr. Hunting the unfairness, not to say im- 
morality, of imputing to an opponent words he has never 
used 


When an ex-Editor quotes words with all the circum- 
stantiality of inverted commas and their implied exactitude 
he should take care he adheres to the ipsissima verba. The 
difference between Mr. Hunting’s quotation and the words I 


did in fact use is distinct and essential. I stated the facts 
that :— 
1. The examiners are promised more pay. 


2. Members of Council are invited to pay themselves out 
of the fund to be raised. 

3. Teaching schools which are in financial difficulties 
may hope to benefit by grants or otherwise. 

4. To the lawyers the Bill would mean a perpetual feast, 

And I said that “judging by the proposals of its sponsors ’’ 
(embodied above) ‘‘four classes at least might be expected 
to believe the Bill is a good one.’’ (Veterinary Record, April 
4th, 1908). But I mentioned no motive. Mr. Hunting has 
supplied that. I defy Mr. Hunting to point out the words 
he purports to quote :—‘ Mr. Dollar . . expressed the 
opinion that Examiners, Principals of Schools, Members of 
Council, and Lawyers . . . expect ‘ more pay,’’’ etc. 

For a person who on April 11th so strongly deprecated 
the ‘‘ imputation of motives,’’ and who is also an examiner, 
to impute not only motives but words which have not been 
employed is, to say the least, inconsistent. But then con- 
sistency is perhaps not Mr. Hunting’s strongest point. Mr. 
Hunting is quite at liberty to believe that the Examiners, 
Council, etc., support the Bill because they expect to derive 
advantages from it, but he is certainly not at liberty to say 
that I stated any such thing. I merely repeated the 
promises made by the sponsors of the Bill: the profession 
and Mr. Hunting have doubtless drawn whatever conclu- 
sions seem good to them. But if Mr. Hunting has on this 
occasion voiced what a great many other people have 
thought I will not refuse to acknowledge that in some 
matters that gentleman is capable of more than usually 
keen discernment. 

The final reply to such calumnies has for long been at 
the disposal of those affected. But it has never been used. 
Let the Council embody in its Bill a clause exactly defining 
what it purposes to do with the money. Or, let even the 
supposed interested classes imitate the action of the Prin- 
cipal of the London School in regard to grants to schools, 
and express their emphatic refusal to accept any personal 
advantage from the money to be subscribed. Then we 
shall all know there is no foundation for these statements. 
Otherwise —— Jno. A. W. Doar. 

56 New Bond Street, W. 

May 5th. 

[‘* Language was given to man to conceal his thoughts,”’ 
but no literary contortions will help Mr. Dollar to evade his 
responsibility. He apologised to the Solicitor, and he 
should be as honest to the others libelled.—Ep.} 


Communications AND Papers Recrrvep.—Messrs. W. J. 


Young, C. Cunningham, P.J. Simpson, R. A. Philp, 
H. Bibby, J.A.W. Dollar, Strong Foster, Kathleen 
Bushe. The Scotsman, East Anglian Daily Times, 


